
Head of School Update

Happy Halloween!  I'm excited for the big events this weekend and a big thank you to everyone that has been working so hard to make this a special event for our students and our community.  Our Parent Ed this month was a big success, with guest speaker, Davis Piklesimer, speaking to us about discussing finances with our children and families.  I am also really looking forward to November's Parent Ed, where the topic will be “Your Child's Health” and will be led by several parents and former parents who are in the medical field.  You won't want to miss it!

I am very excited about our Parent Organization this year.  It seems that our parents are really starting to come together to work on events even to just have fun.  The elementary and primary socials were a blast, and I look forward to the rest coming up soon.  Happy Friday!

A Message from Ms. Jessica and Ms. Debbie in Toddler

Well October has been busy, busy, busy in the Toddler Community, but that is usually the case with toddlers!  All of our class is now phased in and really working together.  It is great to hear the children giving "messages" and really interacting/working together.  It is so wonderful to see children reminding each other to use gentle hands, put away work, "watch" each other work rather than take away work, and work together!

The class has enjoyed several walks into Eden Gardens in the past weeks.  We have discovered deer, raccoon, and squirrel tracks.  At the bay, we watch the Mullet jumping out of the water and learned an interesting fact that Mullet always jump 3 times! In respecting nature we also have talked about never taking anything out of the state park, so that it will be there for others to enjoy.  Everyone has also really started to understand staying on the walking rope and staying safe when on the road.

In circle we have enjoyed food tasting of dragon fruit (actually pretty bland, somewhat similar to kiwi) and pomegranate.  All of the children really enjoy our routine morning songs, including the days of the week song and continents song.  A tradition in our class is to read the book "It's Pumpkin Time" and cut open our pumpkin that we have been washing all month.  The children will have the opportunity to touch the inside of the pumpkin and taste the raw pumpkin.  It's actually quite good!  We will then have our roasted pumpkin seeds during circle next week.  

Hope all is well and as always please email or call me with any questions!

A Message from Ms. Natalie and Ms. Cynthia in Primary

Fall is always an exciting time in Primary. Whether we are washing gourds and pumpkins, push-pinning black cats and ghosts, counting 'dew drops' that fall from red and orange leaves or reading stories inspired by nature; the cooler temperatures (sometimes) that linger give everyone a new spring in their step. Our class is cohesive and unified, and the energy between teachers and friends is very special this year. Even during times of disagreement, our Peace Rose is being used by all of the children.  Several times, Cynthia and I have seen a child who is about to cry over a misunderstanding or hurt feelings, turn to the rose, take it to the friend, and talk about their feelings. After a brief discussion, they will start smiling and inviting each other to work together.  It is a beautiful thing! We have a  normalized work cycle in the mornings that is balanced between the five curriculum areas. At any given time one will see a wide spectrum of work being done; from pouring, funneling and washing, to building, balancing,  geography, math and reading. We would like to invite you all to come in and visit; please sign up with Ms. Beth in the office!

A Message from Ms. Catherine in Elementary

Heaven week (testing week) is over and we are back to work!  We are looking forward to starting a new science program with Ms. Tracy over the next couple of weeks.  Ms. Tracy will be enriching our science program by incorporating hands on experiments and lessons that accompany the Montessori lessons.  We introduced the new books during community meeting on Tuesday, and they were a hit!  Be on the lookout for information on the Elementary Reading (listening) program, which will be starting soon.  I will hold a couple of brief training sessions for all those who are interested.  This program is a great way to get to know our school and our students, and to earn your volunteer hours, too!

A Message from Mr. David in Upper Elementary

Upper El has had another couple of exciting weeks culminating in our “Historical Dinner”.   We invite famous people from throughout history to come to our classroom and give a presentation about them.  We also went on a field trip to the Sunbelt Agricultural Expo in Moultrie, Ga.  We had a great time and learned about how crops are grown and harvested in our country.  We also learned about advances in farming from gigantic farm equipment to GPS guided farming systems.  We saw a really cool presentation by Georgia Power that showed the dangers of power lines and our students were able to engage in the conversation because of their understanding of how electricity works from doing the electrical circuit work in our classroom!  We are now doing a stock market game online and one of our teams has the second highest performing portfolio in our region…Anyone need any investing advice?

A Message from Ms. Genevieve in French

French has been phased into the Toddler class and we are having a great time singing and dancing! They are all catching on quickly and increasingly confident in pronouncing the words and phrases. 

A Message from Ms. Cynthia in Spanish

Spanish has started!  I have been in toddler and it has been great! I translated all of the songs they sing on a daily basis and they are very receptive. I have also begun using Spanish in primary as much as possible. I am looking forward to having the regular Spanish schedule back on track!

A Message from Ms. Serena in PE 

The month of October, we have been anticipating the arrival of Halloween by playing different festive games.  Some of the games that we have played are as follows:  monsters vs. aliens, pumpkin patch, witch tag, ghost in graveyard, little ghost, ghost and goblins.  The toddler class loved the little ghost game.  Ask them the story by starting out “once there was a little ghost…”.  Primary loved playing ghost in the graveyard, which is a hide and seek game.  The elementary classes loved playing ghost and goblins.  We all had fun during this “spooktacular” time.

A Message from Ms. Rebecca in Art

Fall always brings exciting projects to Friday art!  We've made clay and paper mache pumpkins, and this week we'll design our own trick-or-treat bags. In November, Ms. Cynthia and I will be teaming up to bring the students an extra special art project that they will have a blast making!  We will also begin planning the art show, a few ideas include possibly holding it in the spring instead of fall because we all get so busy this time of year. The students and I will discuss this and let everyone know our plans soon. Other than that, Fridays have been wonderful. It's always inspiring to see young minds hard at work creating beautiful art. Have a great Halloween weekend everybody and be safe!!
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Welcome to SWMA!


A note from the Board of Directors





I hope you all have had an opportunity to notice the new exterior lights on the walkways.  No more using cell phones as flashlights after parent ed and board meetings!   Tracy Baranowski and Beth Brock are researching the feasibility of expanding our program to include a middle school.  We will keep you informed as more information is available.  The board members are reading “The Science Behind The Genius” – a book written by a college professor who is also a Montessori expert.  It reads like a research paper, which it is, but the information is invaluable.  We will have our next strategic planning meeting over the next few weeks and look forward to sharing that plan with you when it is complete.  We would like to congratulate and thank Ms. Rebecca for applying for and receiving a grant from the Cultural Arts Association to supplement the art program.  We are so blessed to have such dedicated people working with our children!


 





 After School Workshops in November





Thursday, November 5


Join us for a very special after school Paint Party!  Kids will paint masterpieces with very special brushes!  Face Painting will be offered and everyone will get dirty!  Please bring a change of clothes or a smock to wear over your uniform. 





Thursday, November 19


Welcome to "The Experience!"  2 guest musicians will stop by for a jam session and kids will make their own instruments to take home with them!
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