
A Message from Ms. Jessica and Ms. Debbie in Toddler

Hello all!  Wow, I can't believe how fast this school year has gone by.  I want to thank each one of you for entrusting me with the care and guidance of your children.  Your support and interest in our program make my days with your children all the more enjoyable.  It has been amazing to watch the development and growth of everyone this year!  It will be great to watch each child go through the years at Montessori.  

Please remember to allow your children to be independent, little explorers this summer. They can put their work (toys) away and clean up after themselves and really take pride in doing so!  Please call me if you have any questions or need advice on any situation!  

A Message from Ms. Natalie and Ms. Cynthia in Primary

This year was an amazing journey for our children during one of the most important developmental times they will ever experience. I have watched these children grow academically, socially, emotionally, physically and spiritually. Since we do not put one curriculum area over any other and because social and emotional growth is just as important as their language and math work, we have a group of well balanced, well rounded and well prepared primary students. For those of you moving or enrolling in other schools: your children are ready to adjust and adapt to new environments, can speak for themselves, can manage time and make choices, and are prepared to make new friends. Over half of the class will be returning to primary next year and we have a very strong group of 'Montessori kids' coming back as leaders. I am so excited to spend the summer planning and preparing new activities, ordering new curriculum and branching out into more foreign language, more movement and dance, food preparation, gardening and journal writing. Two of our friends are leaving us to move up to Ms. Catherine's class and both are well prepared. We will miss them!

Please spend your summer doing everything you can to allow your child to be as independent as possible. They don't need us to hover, to interrupt, to constantly give our opinions and to control. The more independent and responsible they can become this summer, the more successful they will be as they work through more challenges at school. Model your vision of the behavior and language you want to see in your child. They act like the adults in their lives and learn from us.

 

Have a brilliant summer and thank you!!!

A Message from Ms. Catherine in Elementary

We have had a great time working on our Fundamental Needs study this spring. Ms. Tracy remarked that it's like a treasure hunt trying to find out how each civilization met their basic needs. The children have been so excited to see how they are connected to the past and to the future! We also got to explore magma! OK, so not real magma, but we did create a substance that behaves like magma. If you mix corn starch and water you can make an amazing substance. Just like magma, when pressure is applied, the substance is a solid. When pressure is released, it oozes into a liquid. Very cool stuff and easy to make at home, too.

It has been a wonderful year and I am grateful for my awesome students and their families! I look forward to hearing how each of my students spends his or her summer. Hopefully there is a small educational component and a large amount of fun! Keep in touch and we'll see you in the fall!

A Message from Mr. David in Upper Elementary

“It's hard to believe the year is already over” said one of my Upper El students.  Time flies when you're having fun.  It really does.  You never know what we'll be doing at school from day to day.  I always tell them that if they miss a day,  they're gonna miss something!  Last week they asked me if we were doing something special... “I said yes”.  Now, not every lesson, however, is fun.  One of my challenges is how to make subjects like history come alive. Upper El got to experience a small piece of the Atlantic Slave Trade of the 1700's.  As we move into the modern era, we learn about the happenings that shaped the world as we know it.  This brutal lesson consisted of upper el being crammed under tables covered with burlap (for smell and to keep the mosquitoes away) and staying there for an hour while water (to simulate ocean water washing over the deck) seeped through the cracks of the table onto them.  Fun?  No, not at all.  An experience they'll never forget? Yes.  They were safe...I made sure of that.  When they crawled out, weary and angry,  I showed them pictures of ships with thousands of people forced into that situation asked them to think back to Valentine's day and imagine having been in those conditions for three months...because that's how long those people were actually in those conditions...three months.    All the students agreed that that would be unbelievably wrong.  It was, but that was history.  The kids got it.

A Message from Ms. Cynthia in Spanish

First of all I would like to thank everyone for such a great year! It has been awesome! We are reviewing all the Spanish we have learned this year. Upper and lower elementary really enjoyed playing Spanish jeopardy. I am looking forward to another great year! 

A Message from Ms. Claire in Lower El

I have been blessed to watch your children grow for the last 9 months and am so proud of each of them and their accomplishments. Their continued improvement in academic skills, abilities and attributes are amazing! SWMA's vision for the child includes these skills:

Wise

Respectful

Confident

Compassionate

Self Motivated

Self Disciplined

Independent Thinker

Life Long Learner

Nurturing

Tolerant

Peaceful

Skilled Problem Solver

Global Citizen

Honestly, I have seen most of these skills appear on a daily basis. Thank you for the privilege of being a part of your child’s learning experience AND their Fridays! 

We've had a great year---Happy Summer!

Ms. Claire

A Message from Ms. Devin in Latin

In Latin we wanted to end the year on a high note, so we learned while we played! In both upper and lower elementary classes we made a matching game with Latin word roots and their English counterparts. The roots we emphasized most were struct, (to build: English cognates: construction, deconstruct, structure) tract, (to drag or pull: Eng. cognates: attract, tractor, subtract, extract, retract) celer (means fast: Eng. cognates: accelerate, decelerate, celerity, accelerant), vinc, (to conquer: Eng. cognates: invincible, victory, convict, convince) and brev, (means short: Eng. cognates: brief, brevity, abbreviate, abridge). Be sure to work on your Latin roots over the summer!

Also, a special thanks to all of the thoughtful parents who remembered me for teacher appreciation week. It has been a pleasure to work with such intelligent, talented, and kind children, so Thank You parents for raising such wonderful people! And remember, Sapientia est Potentia (wisdom is power), so stay sharp this summer everyone:)

A Message from Ms. Rebecca in Art

Just a quick thank you for a wonderful year! I had the best time watching all of our students grow and develop their artistic talents and I am so excited to see what next year brings. I hope everyone has a safe, fun, memory filled summer and we will see you in August!

A Message from Ms. Serena in PE 

Lower El Field Day:  On May 14, lower el participated in their annual field day.  This year, we went back to western green in Rosemary.  A big thank you goes to Claire LaPlante who not only organized the location, but also stayed and played with us all day.  We participated in all sorts of water games and relay races.  All of our games involved us getting really wet.  Then, we had a picnic lunch catered to us by Summer Kitchen (thx Miriam and James; it was yummy) at the playground.  Then off to the beach we went.  Lower el splashed in the water and played in the waves.  Thanks also to Tracy Baranowski, Ms. Rebecca, Ms. Beth and Ms. Catherine for all of your help with our fantastic field day.

Primary Field Day:  On May 21, the primary class participated in their annual field day.  A big thank you goes to Debbie Watson for reserving our fabulous location at the green by the Boathouse in WaterColor.  We all loved running around, playing relay races and splashing each other with squirt bottles.  Ms. Cynthia and Ms. Beth, thanks for all of the water bucket trips!!  We had a picnic lunch at the green with popsicles for desert.  Then, off to the beach for more splashing fun.  Thanks to all the parents for driving your children to WaterColor.  That really helped out with the carpool situation.  A big thank you goes to Ms. Natalie, Ms. Cynthia, Ms. Beth and Debbie Watson for your support.

A Message from Ms. Tracy in Science

Both lower and upper elementary have been busy with science this 

past month.  The month kicked off with separate trips to the E.O. 

Wilson Biophilia Center in Freeport.  Both classes had an amazing 

day learning about the Longleaf Pine Forest that is native to the 

Florida Panhandle and one of the most important keystone species of 

this forest, the Gopher tortoise.  Having the opportunity to touch and 

feel the live animals was the highlight for both classes.  I am 

Personally so thankful to have such an amazing educational facility in 

our backyard.  If you haven’t visited the E.O. Wilson Biophilia center it is definitely worth the trip!  Throughout the year they periodically offer open houses in which the public can visit the facility. I highly suggest taking a trip to experience it for yourself. 


 This month also encompassed Earth Day, which was turned into 

Earth week through a series of experiments and videos.  For one 

experiment in particular, both lower and upper elementary 

participated in making individual garbage dumps in an attempt to 

mimic the different rates of decomposition and biodegradability.  The 

goal was to visually demonstrate how over time food and other 

natural products such as newspaper will decompose but plastic will 

remain the same.  Simply put, plastic will  photodegrade, which 

essentially means breaking down into smaller pieces but never going 

back into the Earth as compost.  Unfortunately, the raccoons found 

our experiment to be very interesting/yummy and eat all of our 

materials.  Those little buggers! 


 Additionally, lower elementary has begun studying volcanoes.  

Perfect timing, right?  Over the next week we are going to be 

building our own volcanoes and watch them erupt.  As for upper 

elementary they have been busy learning about polymers in 

Chemistry class. The most simple definition of a polymer is 

something made of many units.  However, our students know that 

more specifically a polymer is a large molecule (macromolecule) 

composed of repeating structural units typically connected by 

covalent chemical bonds.  Sounds confusing but an example of a 

synthetic polymer would be the plastic casing surrounding your 

television set and a naturally occurring polymer would be DNA.  

Upper elementary will be studying DNA over the next couple of 

weeks.  I am so excited!  As always, I like to keep their minds 

questioning and wondering.
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Head of School Update 





We have had such a wonderful sixth school year and are really looking forward to starting our seventh after a relaxing and productive break. During the summer, be on the lookout for information regarding next year's school calendar, parent socials, parent orientation, and our meet and greet.





Thank you all so much for such a wonderful year. For those that are moving on, you will be missed and you will always have a family here at SWMA. For those returning, we can't wait to see you in August! Happy Friday and Happy Summer!











 


 The Staff at SWMA would like to thank the parents for their support and generosity.  It has truly been an honor and a privilege working with your children.  Have a safe and fun filled summer! 
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Summer Camps at SWMA


Summer Camp at SWMA are filling up fast!  We will use the toddler classroom to do art projects and to escape from the hot sun.  There will be lots of outdoor and water play also, so wear sunscreen! Look for an email from Ms. Beth before the camp starts with details of what to bring.  Camps will be run by Ms. Beth, Ms. Cynthia, and Ms. Rebecca.  Drop off at 9 AM and pick up at 1 PM. A healthy snack will be provided and students will bring their own lunch.  Camps are $200 per week, or $60 a day per child.  Add a sibling for an extra $100/week or $10/day. Payments are due the Monday of the camp and are non-refundable.  Contact Beth to sign up! 


Camps take place:


June 7-11


June 14-18


June 28-July 2


July 12-16


July 26-30
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