
A Message from Ms. Jessica and Ms. Debbie in Toddler

January has been a great month for the toddler community.  While we have had to spend much more time indoors because of the frequent cold, we have really enjoyed some new work.  Asparagus snapping and flower arranging were two favorites.  A new bucket of split peas for sensorial was put out this week and we have already seen children completely absorbed with this new work.  Thank you to all who contributed to the wish tree donations.   The children have really enjoyed new musical cd’s and our cobbler’s bench and steel drum arrived this week, which are sure to be very much sought after work!  Debbie and I will share all of the wonderful information we receive at the American Montessori Conference in March.  As many of you probably already know Lola and Logan have transitioned into Primary and we have been phasing in Pete.   Everyone is welcoming to Pete and very curious about our new friend.  As always feel free to contact me anytime with questions or concerns. 

A Special Poem by Debbie Ward

Little Girl Dreams (written by Debbie Ward; inspired by Toddlers)

What are you dreaming of, my sweet little girl,

whose pillow is covered with silky blond curls?

Your tiny round face, with expressions so sweet,

gives hints of playful moments in your afternoon sleep.

Are you dreaming of meadows, or a single red rose,

or maybe a butterfly trying to land on your nose?

Are you dreaming of wildflowers you picked just for me,

or maybe you're watching a bug on a tree?

Are you dreaming of puppy, brought home from the pound,

whose kiss made you giggle as you rolled on the ground?

Are you dreaming of the ocean, with its snowy white sand,

or maybe the starfish you held in your hand?

What are you dreaming of, my sweet little one,

whose pretty pink lips are holding your thumb?

I wonder if your dreaming, or just happy to be

in a soft, cuddly bed fast asleep next to me.

A Message from Ms. Natalie and Ms. Cynthia in Primary

Since our last update, there have been a few changes in Primary. Two new friends have joined our family, which bring us up to twenty! All of the older friends are enjoying giving lessons and showing the new children the works, teaching procedures and getting to know one another. Ms. Cynthia and I revisited all of our Grace and Courtesy lessons after the winter break and have been setting the ground rules to ensure a very productive and rich experience for the last half of the year. The older children are now strengthening their understanding of academic works, especially our five year olds. We’ve instituted a silent reading time for our Kindergarteners and split academic work groups into two halves for a very focused and needs driven academic work time in the afternoon. As always, we have an uninterrupted three hour work cycle in the morning of which the goals are concentration, coordination, independence and order. Many new works are on order from the Wish Tree, so more to come as soon as they arrive. Please schedule with Ms. Beth to come and observe Primary if you have not already.

A Message from Ms. Catherine in Elementary

Science is the name of the game! Our students are so in to our study of the solar system and getting to know our neighbor planets. They are having a blast doing experiments on air pressure and other topics with Ms. Tracy, too. We will soon be moving to our study of the layers of the earth.

We were privileged to have a talented violinist perform for us last week. This sparked some great conversation in our class. Your children are very interested in learning instruments – you may want to speak to them about taking some lessons!

We are also so lucky to have Ms. Laura, our yoga teacher. She comes every Thursday morning and does some wonderful work with our students. The children always leave yoga quite grounded and peaceful and ready to work.

Our classroom is open for observations! Remember that you are required to observe your child's classroom at least once during the year. We are getting our reading/listening program going again. If you missed the first meeting, we will have another meeting soon. Happy Friday!

A Message from Mr. David in Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary is doing so many cool things it hard to know where to start!  Our annual camping trip was a huge success…we had a wonderful time stomping around the woods and spending the night, bundled up in our tents on a beautiful winter night.  We roasted marshmallows and told stories into the night. (and I mean…into the night…Aidan)   We had an amazing workshop, presented by Ms. Rebecca’s dad, where we all learned about electricity and literally built our own motors.  We had an “Ancient Egyptian Dinner” where we all researched and brought in foods that were eaten by the ancient Egyptians.  We wore traditional Egyptian garb and ate roasted duck, beef, figs, olives, humus, chick peas and pita bread at low tables, with our hands.  We stuffed ourselves like pharaohs!    Our most recent project, aside from learning about molecules, acids and bases with our awesome science teacher Mrs. Tracy, is that we have begun to construct our own Aqueduct.  The kids are learning about group dynamics and that an aqueduct is not as easy to build as one might think(try making one hundreds of miles long)  We are learning about many of the things that we have borrowed from the ancient Greeks and Romans.  Please feel free to come and observe or become part of our parent reader program. 

A Message from Ms. Genevieve in French

Bonjour! 

I have introduced "Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes" <<Tête, Épaules, Genoux et Pieds>> to the Toddlers...and also to Mr. David's class! In Upper El we go through it very quickly over and over again out on the porch to warm up in this cold weather before we play other games such as "Simon Says" <<Jacques à dit>> to learn body parts. 

There is a new work in Primary that counts to ten in French using the 3-part card method and pictured objects in ascending order...beginning with One, <<Le Numéro Un>> and a picture of the Eiffel Tower! 

Lower El has been using this work as well but also learning the names of the pictured objects, such as Les Fleurs (flowers) and Les Grenouilles (frogs). 

Akanne has been a big inspiration in Upper El in lending us her knowledge of the French language. As a peer, by speaking comfortably and confidently and emphasizing her accent to the fullest, the other students are comfortable using the same emphasis and not afraid to make mistakes. 

Learning to speak a foreign language (especially French, as many of the sounds are nasal...and especially that mysterious "r" that sounds like someone is clearing their throat) can really be intimidating at first!

Bonne Année!

A Message from Ms. Cynthia in Spanish

The new Spanish materials have arrived!  I will be introducing the new materials into the classrooms next week!

A Message from Ms. Serena in PE 

Toddlers and primary have been working on tracking the ball.  We played a variety of games where we would roll the ball or kick the ball and then stop the ball ourselves.  We worked on stopping the ball using only our feet.  We worked on kicking a stationary target and kicking in a goal area.  We worked on hard kicks and soft kicks.  Soft kicks help our primary friends with dribbling the ball only using their feet.  Elementary has been working on a variety of kicking skills-kicking, passing and trapping.  We have used some of these skills also in modified games of soccer, kickball and speedball.  

A Message from Ms. Rebecca in Art

I want to start with a GIANT THANK YOU to all of the families for making the wish tree project so successful! Our art program has so many amazing new materials that I don't even know where to begin. Thank you, this was the best gift. So what are we doing with our new materials? Well, Primary has been mixing up a storm learning about Primary Colors and the Secondary Colors that they create. They love seeing how the colors change right before their eyes. Our elementary classes have been studying drawing and the history of sketching and even did a little cave drawing of their own. We've also narrowed down the month for our up coming Art Show and it looks like we're shooting for April, so be looking for more information on this event in the future. Welcome back everyone!
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2010 at SWMA


A note from the Head of School


As much as I don't like the cold, I do love this time of year. It seems that the students return ready to get back into their routine and ready to work! We have some upcoming events to keep in mind. Our Annual Stakeholders Meeting is Wednesday, February 3rd . This is our annual meeting to discuss the state of the school including finances, operations, capital improvements, parent organization, etc. It is crucial for someone from each family to be present.





We are currently planning our second annual yard sale and our seventh annual Torre Rosa! Both of these events sound like their going to be a lot of fun and great fund raisers for our school. Make sure to get involved in at least one of these special events. Speak to Beth or to me if you'd like to get involved and we will make sure to let the committees know. Have a great weekend!








 





 Dear families,


We would like to reward each other, our friends, and supporters by compiling a list of preferred businesses, contractors, and vendors. So many of our families have already helped us out and we want to make sure that we continue to support each other. Please send us your business info to be on our preferred list. The list will be distributed to our families, friends, and staff. We will also be adding a "Friends & Sponsors" page on our website for those who help to support and enhance our school through helping with donations of goods, money, and services.


It doesn't matter if you own or manage a restaurant, sell cars, build houses or sell them, whatever - we want to know and give you the business! Please get your info to Beth. 





THEATRE WORKSHOP WITH MR.DAVID EVERY MONDAY!!!!


A Theatre Class for kids ages 6 to 12 from 3:30 to 4:30 at SWMA.


Theatrical Immersion, Acting Studio, Masks, Make Up, Costuming, Staging, Character Work, Set Design/Lighting


$25 per child or $40 for siblings.  Sign up with Mr. David TODAY!





 











Important Dates in February & March


Monday�
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6PM Annual Stakeholders
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Library Bus





4:30 Board Meeting
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Phone Conference (16-19)�
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6PM Parent Ed�
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Library Bus�
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25�
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Yard Sale Tomorrow!�
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